FAREWELL TO CANTON

to be kind, and prefaced all her remarks by the phrase " Of
course I've only been in China five minutes, but may I say . . ."
Short of cries of No I she had every discouragement, but con-
tinued her say with the dogmatism of a legislator and the
conviction of a minor prophet. " The trouble with you
people", she began, "is that you don't get close enough to the
natives." It was no use my taipan mentioning his excursions
into Mongolia, or my putting in a word about my recent stay
in a sampan. She would have it that we must force our way
into that stronghold, the Chinese home, beside which, for
exclusiveness, the Englishman's home is a public-house, and
inflict our domestic customs on the inmates. Mrs. S. chipped
in to say that we should see that all the Chinese should have
baths in their houses, and Mrs. H. added that we should jolly
well see that they used them. The idea of our insisting on total
immersion for our dignified and often immaculate Chinese
associates was too much for us " China hands ", and amid
laughter and cheers the young Consul said, " My dear Mrs. H.,
you should stay here ten years and then come and talk to us
again". Mrs. S., retorted wittily, "Judging by what it does
to some people, I hope I shan't be here for ten years". After
this of course the gloves were off, and the alternating periods
of passionate declamation and teeth-gritted silence were only
varied by the C.G.'s frantic assurances that of course there was.
a lot to be said on both sides. My taipari's wife was inclined to
side with the ladies until Mrs. H. turned to her kindly and
said, " Of course, my dear, Mrs. S. and I are intellectuals ! "
which relegation to the outer darkness of the mere physicals so
annoyed her that she was quite speechless for some time. I
forget which of the intellectuals first introduced the phrase
" commercial persons " ; whichever it was, I hope she noticed
that it recurred with awful regularity in all the remarks of the
opposition for the rest of that horrid evening. The party finally
degenerated into icy platitudes and broke up at the unheard-of
hour of 10 P.M., leaving the intellectuals convinced that the
commercial person in China was even more arrogant, stupid
and short-sighted than they had been led to believe.

I suppose Mrs. S.'s life in Hongkong and Mrs. H.'s experience
in India had something to do with it. They did not quite
realise perhaps that China is not incorporated in the British
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